As part of The Tunbridge Wells Operatic & Dramatic Society’s (“TWODS”) community charity remit and to coincide with its November production of ‘The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas’ the company is pleased to announce its support of the Pickering Cancer drop-in Centre. The drop-in centre is being officially opened at its new premises on Monday 26th November and will be open every Tuesday & Friday from 10.00am to 4pm thereafter. The drop-in centre is located at 27 Monson Road Tunbridge Wells, (behind the ASK restaurant).

Many people are touched by cancer during their lives and it is a traumatic and often lonely experience. The new drop-in centre is a self-funded registered charity established by a group of cancer patients who recognised the need for somewhere anyone touched by cancer could go to relax and talk with others in the same situation. Families, friends and carers are welcome to drop-in to obtain information, support and counselling without the feeling that they are a burden.

The drop-in centre is run entirely by volunteers and offers a wide range of complementary therapies such as reflexology, reiki, healing, nutritional advice, yoga and counselling and it is all available free of charge.

This drop-in centre is named in memory of Dr David Pickering, a dedicated local oncologist who died suddenly in 2002. The centre is an independent charity and receives no funding from the NHS although a number of individual consultants and GPs refer their patients to the centre.

The centre is funded entirely on grants, donations and bequests and its own fundraising activities. TWODS is part of this fundraising activity as the Society, a registered charity, takes its charitable work very seriously.

During the week of the production of ‘The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas’ a cash donation, 110 complimentary seats and a bucket collection will form part of the commitment that TWODS is undertaking to The Pickering Cancer drop-in centre. This is in part being achieved with the support of Tunbridge Wells based AXA PPP healthcare, through their AXA Hearts in Action fund. 

Continued..
In addition to The Pickering Cancer drop-in centre, TWODS has assisted numerous other local charities for many years with both the donation of tickets for their shows and of course much needed cash. Donations have amounted to around £10,000 per annum over the last couple of years and TWODS hopes to continue in this vein for many years to come.  

The Pickering Cancer drop-in centre can be contacted on 01892 511880/07804 785 724

Address: 27 Monson Road Tunbridge Wells TN1 1LS
